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DETAILED ACTION 

Responsive Office Action 
This Office Action is responsive to amendments/ remarks filed 2/15/2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Waller et al. (US 

6250738 Bl) in view of Martin (US 6869165 B2). 

Regarding claim 5: 

Waller et al. disclose a printer cartridge (col. 4, lines 14-17) for an inkjet printer, the 
printer cartridge comprising: 

a body (pen body inherent to col. 4, lines 14-17) configured for user insertion in, and 
removal from a printer (col. 4, lines 14-33); 

a page width printhead (inkjet printhead assembly 12) with an array of nozzles (rows 42 
of nozzles 44; Fig. 2) for ejecting different printing fluids onto a media substrate (col. 4, lines 64- 
66), each of the nozzles being dedicated to one of the different printing fluids only (col. 8, lines 
3-11 and Fig. 7); 
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a plurality of printing fluid reservoirs (reservoirs 15) in the body (col. 4, lines 14-17 and 
Fig. 1) for storing each of the different printing fluids separately (col. 4, lines 11-13), each of the 
plurality of printing fluid reservoirs being in fluid communication with the nozzles of the array 
that correspond to its printing fluid (col. 5, lines 50-58). 

Waller et al. does not expressly disclose a refill port on the body, the refill port having a 
plurality of inlets, each of the inlets being in fluid communication with one of the printing fluid 
reservoirs only; such that, 

each of the printing fluid reservoirs can be individually refilled to replace printing fluid 
ejected by the pagewidth printhead. 

However, Martin discloses a refill port (fluid inlets) on a cartridge body (housing 72; 
Fig. 11), the refill port having a plurality of inlets (first inlet 741 and second inlet 742), each of 
the inlets being in fluid communication with one printing fluid reservoir (chamber of assembly 
70) only (col. 8, lines 53-60); such that, 

each of the printing fluid reservoirs can be individually refilled to replace printing fluid 
ejected by the pagewidth printhead (col. 8, lines 44-50, 60-67). 

Therefore, at the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to utilize a refill port, such as that taught by Martin, into the invention of Waller 
et al. One motivation for doing so, as taught by Waller et al, is to refill the pen reservoir 
without removing the reservoir from the pen (col. 4, lines 25-31). Martin also teaches that such a 
refill port could be used to receive pressure regulated and filtered fluid from an ink source (col. 
8, lines 44-50). 
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Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 5 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Please see the above combination of Waller et al.'s 
invention as modified by the refill port of Martin, which discloses a cartridge with a pagewidth 
printhead and refill ports. 
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Communication with the USPTO 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shelby Fidler whose telephone number is (571) 272-8455. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Luu can be reached on (571) 272-7663. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 



automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Shelby Fidler 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2861 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



